Hello, my name is Helaine Boyd and I am the Executive Director of Disability Alliance BC. My pronouns are she/her, and I am zooming in today from Vancouver, which is the traditional, unceded territory of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh nations. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today.

Disability Alliance BC (DABC) is a provincial cross-disability non profit, advocating for the rights of people with disabilities. Our mission to support people, with all disabilities, to live with dignity, independence and as equal and full participants in the community.

The focus of DABC’s submission will be on ensuring that the BC Government invest in programs which will improve the financial security of low-income people with disabilities across our province, particularly focused on the following recommendations:

1. Increasing the monthly Disability Assistance rate (known as PWD)
2. Establishing a comprehensive system of coverage for Medical Equipment and Assistive Devices
3. Investing in Affordable, Accessible Housing. 

1. Increase to Disability Assistance Rate   

DABC requests that this Committee recommend that the Disability Assistance rate be increased to above the current provincial poverty line and indexed to inflation. 

In March 2021, the BC Government announced a permanent increase of $175 to the PWD and income assistance rates. For context, a single individual on PWD now receives $1,358 per month with this increase. This monthly rate continues to be largely inadequate to meet the daily living, housing, and additional healthcare costs for low income people with disabilities in BC. 

This $175 increase was for the support portion of the PWD rate, not the shelter rate. The shelter rate which comprises $375 of that $1358 amount, has not been increased since 2007. That was 15 years ago. I think we all can appreciate what the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition has previously said that this amount is virtually impossible to afford housing on that rate, unless you are going through BC housing’s subsidized housing program, but this isn’t an option for everyone as the subsidized housing waitlist is several years long.

2. Creation of a comprehensive program for personal supports for people with disabilities

DABC requests that this Committee recommend an investment in a comprehensive program for assistive devices and medical equipment for people with disabilities. 

I am thankful to this committee for making this recommendation in their BC Budget 2021 Consultation Report. We are repeating this same request as no allocation was made within Budget 2021 or Budget 2022.

In BC, most financial coverage available for adults for these devices is available for people on PWD only. Those that do not qualify have the opportunity to apply for certain types of assistive devices only if they can establish that the equipment is needed to meet a “direct and imminent life-threatening need.” Many applicants fail to meet this strict criteria. 

Other provinces and territories in Canada have programs for this. For instance, Alberta’s Aids to Daily Living Program provides a broad range of assistive devices to people with disabilities. it is a cost share program, unless you are low income, then it’s free. I know from this personally, as my Grandma, who is blind, moved from BC to Alberta last year, and was able to receive, for free, a hospital bed, wheelchair and lifting system, through this program. She was not eligible for any assistive devices in BC because she was not on PWD prior to turning 65. 


3. Affordable, Accessible Housing

I ask that the Committee recommend major new investments in affordable, accessible housing through issuing rent subsidies. 

As mentioned earlier, low income British Columbians who need affordable wheelchair-accessible housing often wait years on the Housing Registry to find a suitable home. For instance, the demand for wheelchair accessible units in Metro Vancouver increased by 52% from 2010 to 2017 and the BC Housing Registry had a waiting list of 450 applicants for wheelchair accessible housing in 2017. 

DABC recognizes that the BC Government addresses accessibility in housing already by ensuring that a percentage of new buildings built are accessible. However, we recommend that the BC Government address the supply gap by supporting accessibility retrofits for existing social housing as well as providing more rent subsidies for those who need accessible housing, but cannot afford it. To clarify, there may be accessible units available in new buildings, but they are at market rate. Even below-market rates by Non Profit Housing Providers are still too much of a barrier for low income people with disabilities, such as people on PWD who receive only $375 for their shelter rate.



